"yTell, facts are facts/' said Tilly sulkily.
" So they ore, and figures are figures. Stop subtracting the?
dare and get on with it/'
Tilly started to poke at Ills calculator la a discouraged v/aj
and 1 went back to my stuff. About five minutes later he gave
a sharp little yip which meant he'd found, and started to
snutter something about " the principles of elementary arith-
metic." Then he looked up and said, "You were quite right.
Slip on my parr."
" Good," i said sarcastically, " 1 was getting quite worried.
If the tiling started MY ing negative muzzle velocities w$
shouldn't know which eod of it to stand."
By the time I'd been through the progress report properly
it had shrunk from thirty-six items to about fourteen. The
rest were things we hadn't done anything about and didn't look
like doing anything about, I thought I'd see if the Old Man
would agree to write them off3 but 1 knew it would be a tricky
business to get him to make up his mind to it.
About eleYea we all went along to his room. Waring was
already there3 and looked as though he'd been there some
time. We arranged ourselves round the table and Mair sat
back and lit his pipe, it was one of his less poisonous ones,
and he was looking quite respectable. He looked at me with
liis very nice smile and said;
"Bighto.  Lets hear what we've been doing."
I said, " Well, sir
"Just before you begin," the Old Han interrupted. *'I
think I ought to tell you that the Minister was very compli-
mentary about us when I saw Mm recently. He's corning
down to have a look at us one day soon/' He beamed round
in his paternal way, " Go ahead. Rice."
1 started off arid began to wade through what we'd actually
done is the month. Mair asked a question or put in a word
here and there. I couldn't help thinking again that he was
beginning to show Ms age, He was still darned good in some
ways, but he'd got into the habit of bringing out whacking
great platitudes in the way ail these old boys do, and then
sitting back as though he'd said something.
When he got on to the Reeves gun both he and Wario,(g
began to sit up and be interested,, but 1 stalled them off. Wfe
had only just gat the stuff, and we couldn't really tell thei\
anything.                                                                                      <!
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